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 h he Exchange Building i s  a  f r e e l y  rendered Greelc Revival s t r u c t u r e  
f e a t u r i n g  a f i n e l y  executed Doric po r t i co .  The bu i ld ing  i s  two-s tor ics  
on a  h igh  basement wi th  t h e  second f l o o r  windows contained i n  t h e  f r i e z e  
of t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e .  Although t h e  en t rance  facade  i s  f i v e  bays wide, the  
p o r t i c o  s h e l t e r s  only  the  c e n t r a l  t h r c e  bays. The s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  a l s o  
con ta in  f i v e  bays but  t h e s e  a r e  more widely spaced and a r e  sepa ra t ed  by 
p i l a s t e r s .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  topped by a  hipped roof and a l a r g e  shal low 
dome wi th  l a n t e r n .  

, c ,  

The p r i n c i p a l  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e  of t h e  Exchange i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  c i r c u l a r  
domed room. The dome r e s t s  on an e n t a b l a t u r e  supported by p i e r s .  Behin~l  
t h e  p i e r s  i s  a  g a l l e r y  wi th  a very simple i r o n  r a i l i n g .  Despi te  the  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  has served as  a  bank, and more r e c e n t l y  a  p o l i c e  
c o u r t ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  Exchange has survived wi thout  s e r i o u s  a l t e r a t i o ~  
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In the first half of the 19th century a building type that was virtually 
indispensable to the successful conduct of business in commercial centers was 
the Xerchants Exchange. In these buildings bulk commodities such as tobacco, 
cotton and grain were sold from the wholesaler to the retailer or from the 
grower to the manufacturer. Some of the country's best known architects such 
as Benjamin Henry Latrobe, William Strickland, and Isaiah Rogers turned 
their hands to the design of Merchant's Exchanges. However becausp these 
buildings were most frequently located in fast developing downtown areas very 
few of them have survived. The best known extant example is Strickland's 
Merchants Exchange in Philadelphia. However, the original interiors of this 
building have been completely altered to provide modern office space. 

The Exchange in Petersburg, Virginia, built in 1841 and designed by Mr. Berrien 
ot Yew York, is a boldly detailed building in the Greek Revival Style. 
Rectangular on the exterior with a tetrastyle Doric entrance portico, the 
interior discloses a central two-story rotunda rising to a dome and octagonal 
lactern. The Exchange in Petersburg is most probably the last, unaltered 
Merchmts Exchange in existence in the United States. 
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Among t h e  o r i g i n a l  i nco rpora to r s  o f  the  Pe tersburg  Exchange i n  !1839 was 
David Dunlop, a  prominent Pc tersburg  tobacco manufacturer .  , A  group of 
l o c a l  businessmen were desiro.us of having such a  bu i ld ing  - in tending  
t h a t  i t  se rve  t o  d i s p l a y  tobacco and c o t t o n  a s  w e l l  a s  provide a  p lace  
t o  hold a u c t i o n s  and s a l e s . '  The des ign  was suppl ied  by a  M r .  Berr ien 
of  New York, and completed by 1841. The Exchange p r e s e n t l y  se rves  the 
Domestic R ~ l a t i o n s  and Po l i ce  Court Departments o f  Pe tersburg .  

I- 
U The Exchange B ~ ~ i l d i n g  is a  f i n e  model of the  more monumental Greek 

a I Revival commercial bu i ld ings  which have become s o  r a r e .  I t  s t ands  a s  

.. - ! a n  example o f  t h e  c i v i c  p r ide  of  t h e  ante-bel lum per iod .  
D: 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

t ional Historic Pre9ervation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89465). 1 hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion 

in  the  National Register and certify that it has  been 

evaluated according to  the criteria and procedures s e t  

forth by the National P a r k  Service. The recommended 

level  of significance of this nomination is: 

National State @ Local  

. . 7 .  FOR!,$ PREPARED B Y  
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S t a f f ,  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, J r . , D i r e c t o r  
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Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conunission l ~ ~ r i l  21, 1969 - 
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J d D r .  Edward P. Alexander,  Chairman 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comm. 
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